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PRESS INFORMATION 06/8216/3
CBC WELCOMES SUPPORT FROM 18,000 SCOTTISH BUSINESSES
 FOR VOLUNTARY ROUTE RATHER THAN BAG TAX
IT’S TIME TO BIN THE BAG TAX ONCE AND FOR ALL SAYS CBC

The Carrier Bag Consortium – representing the producers and distributors of plastic and paper carrier bags – has welcomed the support of the Federation of Scottish Businesses for adopting a voluntary code of conduct to deliver bag reduction rather than the punitive 1400% tax proposed by MSP Mike Pringle on all plastic bags. Industry now wants large retailers to sign up to a voluntary route to avoid legislation being imposed.
“This is another nail in the coffin for Mike Pringle’s proposed bag tax. A voluntary approach  would be great news for the environment because experts have proved that if Scotland adopted a bag tax it would create 13,700 tonnes of extra waste as retailers and consumers turn to heavier and less environmentally friendly alternatives as happened in Ireland,” said CBC Chairman Barry Turner. 
Since a bag tax in Scotland was first proposed, the Scottish Executive has commissioned expert studies and the Scottish Environment and Rural Development Committee has heard evidence from all parties affected by the proposed Bill. “All of this work points to the overwhelming conclusion that a bag tax would bring serious unintended consequences resulting in more environmental damage not less,” said Mr Turner.

Industry drafted a voluntary code based on education and information designed to encourage retailers and customers to continue to reduce, re-use and recycle their plastic bags. A similar approach in Australia has significantly reduced bag usage. 


More…
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The CBC gave evidence to the Scottish Environment and Rural Development Committee which clearly showed the negative impacts of a bag tax in Scotland:

· Litter would not significantly reduce – plastic bags comprise less than 1% litter and this is not likely to reduce because of a tax.

· An estimated 13,700 tonnes of extra waste, mainly paper bags, would be created in Scotland.

· The tax would unfairly hit low income groups, the elderly, those without transport and those with mobility problems. 

· An estimated 23,000 extra lorry journeys would result from the extra paper used (paper bags are six times heavier and ten times the volume of plastic carriers).

· Waste going to landfill would increase - plastic bags of all types comprise only 0.3% of landfill. 
· More plastic is used as people will have to purchase heavier gauge bin liners and refuse sacks – the most common household “re-use” for lightweight supermarket carriers. 

· Jobs will be lost in Scotland.

CBC was pleased to see the Environment Committee’s report express ‘concern about potential job losses and economic impact as a result of the Bill’ and the very high cost to the Scottish people and the complexity of administering what Mr Pringle has now himself acknowledged is ‘a measure akin to taxation’.
 “We are, however, extremely disappointed that in spite of the fact Mr Pringle has failed for two years  to put a convincing case forward for his tax, the Environment Committee has given more time for him to find ‘robust evidence’ to support his Bill. The Committee has also insisted that the idea of a bag tax be promoted as part of the Scottish Executive’s Household Waste Consultation programme and this serves to prolong the uncertainty for hundreds of people in our industry to no useful end,” commented Barry Turner. “It is time this ill-conceived Bill was ditched once and for all in Scotland, just as it was in Westminster”. 
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CBC also pointed out the three stated aims of the Bill:

· To protect the environment

· To assist Local Authorities towards meeting the Scottish National Waste Plan targets

· Raise awareness of environmental issues

Evidence to the Committee shows that none of these would be met by its implementation.

CBC also pointed to a large number of consistent and compelling pieces of evidence given to the Environment Committee including:

ASDA – “There is no more environmentally-friendly option, including paper and degradable bags, than the conventional plastic carrier bag.  A carrier bag tax will effectively drive people to more environmentally-damaging alternatives.”
WALKERS SHORTBREAD

“A tax will cost me more and not reduce the packaging waste I generate.  We do not require additional selective taxes, additional red tape and demands on our resources.  This is a bad proposal, which can only lead to bad legislation, and achieve very little.”
SCOTTISH FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES

“a poor piece of legislation…potentially resulting in significant 

job losses”
In 2002, Michael Meacher supported calls for a bag tax to be introduced by the UK Government but this was rejected following extensive research by a special Waste Strategy Unit set up by the Cabinet Office.
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The CBC has confirmed that it will continue to promote a voluntary route with all parties to ensure that the plastics industry is not unfairly treated, “We must ensure that science wins over spin so that this proposal, which will result in no net environmental benefit to Scotland, is finally abandoned” concluded Mr Turner.
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For further industry information please visit 
www.carrierbagtax.com 
where there is the opportunity to download information and comment.
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