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PRESS INFORMATION 06/8448/4

CBC WELCOMES RETAILER INITIATIVE 

TO ENCOURAGE MORE RE-USE OF PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS
The Carrier Bag Consortium – representing the producers and distributors of plastic carrier bags – welcomes any move by the retail Industry for sustainable initiatives such as the use and reuse of carrier bags. “These initiatives support the principles of good environmental practice that we have always promoted ,” said CBC Chairman Barry Turner, “the existing thin carrier bag is the first choice for most shoppers and they should be reassured that according to independent expert opinion it is also the best environmental choice you can make provided you reuse the bags time and time again.”

CBC has long stated that the lightweight, high strength carrier bag is eminently suited not just for multiple shopping trips but also for reuse for other purposes - as supported by DEFRA commissioned research which showed 4 out of 5 households reuse their carrier bags for a wide variety of purposes from bin liners to pet droppings and for school snacks and gym kit.

Barry Turner said, “It will now be interesting to see if this will lead to Tesco moving back into 

traditional polymer bags as their recent decision to opt for degradable bags could affect well-established schemes for plastic film recycling as well as having the potential to shorten their life for ongoing re-use.”

The UK trade association for plastic film producers and converters, PIFA estimates that 

around 300,000 tonnes of used plastic films are collected in the UK for recycling every year and the quality of the recycled material is dependent on ensuring that only high quality plastics are converted into second-life products. It says that many so-called degradable plastics contain additives which could risk contaminating a major national recycling effort.

On the latest Tesco initiative, David Tyson, Chief Executive of PIFA said, “The offer to encourage customers to take bags into their stores from other retail chains will certainly promote a high level of reuse but this will also require increased security and vigilance in the stores because the use of a new bag at check out is visual evidence that goods have been paid for. There is also the risk, as has happened in Eire, that encouraging people to take their own bags into the shopping aisles also encourages goods to be concealed in those bags without payment.”

PIFA and the CBC have produced a draft Voluntary Code of Conduct for the plastic bag industry and its retail customers which is aimed at educating the consumer to use fewer bags and also promoting the full use of the capacity of the carrier bag and its reuse. 

“The modern lightweight carrier is engineered to carry up to 2500 times its own weight when high quality conventional polymers are used. We hope that this initiative by Tesco will result in major retailers working alongside us to ensure we maximise the value and environmental credentials of the plastic carrier bag,” concluded Barry Turner.
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