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MEDIA STATEMENT – CBC 08/0081/2
CBC WINS BATTLE OF LONDON’S BAGS BILL
Following the news that the London Councils have withdrawn their Bill aimed at taxing all retail carrier bags in the capital, Barry Turner, Chairman of CBC said, “We are delighted that the London Councils have dropped their ill-advised and misinformed Bill.  They now clearly recognise the validity of all the evidence we have presented to them on a number of occasions including formal hearings.

“As the Scottish government discovered when they abandoned similar proposals, banning or taxing plastic carrier bags brings greater environmental impacts including more waste to landfill as people switch to heavier, less durable alternatives.  The proposal in Scotland cost more than £2m and now the people of London deserve to know how much time, energy and money from their own pockets has been wasted on the London Shopping Bags Bill.  Sadly, the same will apply in Wales if the Welsh Assembly persist in their own misguided attacks on carrier bags.”
CBC says the London Bags Bill was cynically introduced at a time when Westminster was well advanced in achieving reduced impacts through their Voluntary Code with retailers and says the Code is now proving extremely successful.  “Let us hope that the new administration at the London Assembly under Boris Johnson is already helping to put science over spin into London’s politics.” concluded Barry Turner.
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