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CBC SAYS 40% REDUCTION IN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS DEMONSTRATES 

 VOLUNTARY ROUTE IS BEST OPTION - 
BUT THE FOCUS ON NUMBERS RATHER THAN LIFE CYCLE ANALYSIS

 IS STILL NOT THE BEST MEASUREMENT
CBC, the trade lobbying group fighting environmental misinformation on plastic carrier bags, has welcomed the news that the UK Retailer Voluntary Code has already achieved a 40% reduction in environmental impacts. But it says that if the measurements included full life cycle impacts it would show the real benefits of lightweight, thin supermarket bags.

The latest WRAP report shows a reduction of 26% on numbers of thin carrier bags distributed by retailers but also reveals a 40% reduction in environmental impacts - achieved by increasing the recycled content of bags, reducing bag thickness and making smaller bags available. 
CBC Chairman Barry Turner said, “We continue to support voluntary means over punitive legislation and have been working constantly to ensure the Voluntary Code is measured not just on numbers of bags but the comparative environmental merits of the different bag types. Counting numbers of bags instead of measuring true environmental impacts means the figures are always skewed against the lightweight plastic carrier which has very low production and transport impacts and is also re-used by up to 80% of households.”

CBC has consistently fought legislation against plastic bags citing results following two years of study by the Scottish Parliament which showed that more waste is created when retailers are forced to switch to heavier bags, including paper, and consumers are forced to buy bin bags and waste sacks for domestic and pet waste disposal.
“All we ask for is a fair, open and scientifically-sound approach to the carrier bag issue in the UK and we have to rely on Government to ensure this is achieved. In short we want science over spin and the Environment Agency Life Cycle Analysis which promised this in 2007 is still strangely absent. This lack of formal measurement has contributed for some years to media coverage and green lobbying based on ignorance and emotion. It has also led to a failure to recognise that all types of plastic bags represent an excellent opportunity to reduce, re-use and recycle.”

CBC emphasised that by working together with retailers the industry has shown it is not afraid to open itself to environmental scrutiny. “Our products offer clear life-cycle benefits. So by participating in this Voluntary Code, we hope we have gone at least a small way towards overcoming unfounded prejudice against plastic bags - the vast majority of which are re-used and are recyclable” said Barry Turner.

David Tyson, Chief Executive of the Packaging and Films Association (PAFA) added “The biggest win for the environment comes when we get the consumer to re-use thin bags for additional shopping trips and then re-use them again in the home before recycling in the bins which have more than doubled across the UK as a result of retailer initiatives.  The low resource used in producing thin bags also results in the consumer being able to easily carry as many bags as they need for their regular trips to the supermarket.”
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