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MEDIA STATEMENT – CBC 09/0611/1
UK CARRIER BAG CONSORTIUM STATEMENT 

FOLLOWING JANE DAVIDSON’S STATEMENT 3 NOVEMBER 2009

In response to the latest statement by the Welsh Environment Minister, the Carrier Bag Consortium, which represents UK manufacturers and distributors of carrier bags, has stated that, in spite of the claims being made, all the evidence shows that the Retailer Voluntary Code is working well.

A spokesperson said, “The fact is that it is the Minister who is ‘behind the game’ and it is the Minister who is ignoring the evidence of two years of research by the Scottish Parliament which demonstrates conclusively that carrier bag taxes will generate more waste, not less, as retailers turn to heavier impact alternatives and that materials currently used to manufacture carrier bags use minimal resources. 

“This is a punitive political tax on the people of Wales at a time when they can least afford it.  It will affect lower income groups, depress the retail economy and create more environmental damage.”

The CBC emphasised that DEFRA research shows that around 80% of so-called single-use bags are in fact re-used at least once.  The spokesperson concluded,  “ This decision is based on ignorance, not evidence.  Carrier bag taxation produces unintended consequences and will not benefit the environment in any way, as we have seen in Ireland.  Within the last few days Northern Ireland has abandoned any such plans and the evidence from the Republic of Ireland – in which Ms Davidson places such trust – shows that the bag tax there has had to rise continuously as people simply cannot do without the convenience when shopping.”

The CBC also says that the Welsh Minister is ignoring the fact that a large proportion of carrier bags now contain recycled content and more major retailers collect unwanted bags for recycling. 
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