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PRESS RELEASE 09/0647/5

NEW CARRIER BAG CONSORTIUM CHAIRMAN 

PLEDGES TO CONTINUE THE FIGHT FOR PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS 
CBC, the trade group fighting environmental “greenwash” on plastic carrier bags, has appointed a new Chairman to carry forward the campaigns it has been running since it was set up in 2002.

Paul Marmot, who founded Allen Marmot (European) in 1968, takes over from Barry Turner as CBC Chairman. This, in turn, will free up Barry to take the reigns as Chief Executive of PAFA – the UK’s flexible packaging association.

Accepting the role of CBC Chairman, Paul said, “My company has been a long-standing member of CBC and recognises that only by joining together as an industry can we tackle the ill-informed propaganda that is being used against our products. I am, therefore, very pleased to accept this role and pledge to ensure that the CBC continues its efforts in putting science ahead of spin. We are proud that our voice has already helped defeat unsupportable attempts to legislate against plastic bags in Scotland and in Westminster. The focus is now on convincing the people of Wales that their Government’s plans for carrier bag taxes are not just misguided but will result in greater environmental impacts and penalise those who can least afford to pay.”

The CBC has always advocated the rights of retailers to operate voluntary codes of environmental impact reduction and says the latest figures show their Voluntary Bag Reduction Code is approach is working - with a 50% reduction in carrier bag impacts announced earlier this year. “This has been achieved by a number of means including better consumer education, an increase in bag recycling facilities, increased recycled materials in bags and incentives for shoppers to re-use their bags. By these methods, retailers and consumers should be given credit for halving bag impacts without the need to be bludgeoned by a punitive political tax like that proposed by the Welsh Environment Minister,” said Paul Marmot.

Welcoming Paul Marmot to the CBC Chairmanship, Barry Turner said, “Many CBC member businesses, like Marmot European, produce and supply bags in a wide choice of materials according to customer and consumer needs. Backed by expert opinion, we have demonstrated time and again that, provided plastic bags are re-used three or four times, they are the most environmentally efficient option. Paul is a businessman who is passionate about being open, honest and factual in all that he does. He is perfectly placed to take CBC forward in our continuing fight for free and fair competition based on promoting facts rather than fiction. It is time our politicians could be relied on to do the same.”

ENDS

25 November

For further media information contact:  Peter Woodall, PR Principles Ltd, 0115 958 0403

Biographical Notes: Paul Marmot

After academic training in Law, Paul started his business career with the international computers company IBM. He then founded Allen Marmot (European) Ltd in 1968 as a company specialising in packaging and carrier bags for the retail sector. These products are made mainly from plastic, paper, jute and cotton. 

More recently, Paul has become the Company Chairman and his son Josh Marmot has been appointed Managing Director. Josh is a qualified Solicitor and joined the business in 1993.

Paul Marmot has been heavily supportive of PAFA and the CBC for many years and is well known throughout the industry both in the UK and across the globe. He was also a leading advocate in the CBC’s successful battle with the European Commission to reduce the Anti Dumping Tax placed on Far Eastern exporters of polythene bags.
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