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PRESS INFORMATION 11/1269/1
UK BAG INDUSTRY CALLS ON WELSH ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

TO ABANDON BAG TAX FOLLOWING ENVIRONMENT AGENCY REPORT
Following the release by the UK Environment Agency of a report which reveals the true environmental impacts of so-called ‘single use bags’, the UK bag industry has called on Welsh Assembly Environment Minister to abandon plans for a carrier bag tax due to be introduced in October.

Barry Turner, Chief Executive of the Packaging and Films Association and Paul Marmot Chairman of the Carrier Bag Consortium, have written a joint open letter to Jane Davidson AM reminding her that she gave them an undertaking to review this tax if the Environment Agency research proved that for most households lightweight bags had the lightest environmental impact compared with heavier bags.

“We are now calling on Jane Davidson to honour her word and abandon the bag tax in Wales. This would be a brave move but it would show that the Welsh Assembly, like the Scottish Parliament before it, respects science over spin”, said Barry Turner.

The Environment Agency scientific report: Life Cycle Assessment of Supermarket Carrier Bags:

www.environment-agency.gov.uk/static/documents/Research/Carrier_Bags_final_18-02-11.pdf
makes it clear that when reused just once as a bin liner or similar – which happens in most households according to the Government’s Waste Resource and Action Programme (WRAP) - the lightweight supermarket bag has such a small environmental impact that a heavier cotton bag would have to be reused 327 times before its very high impacts fall to those of the lighter bag. 
Paul Marmot said, “This is what we have been telling the Welsh Environment Minister for years and yet she has forced this tax on the people of Wales. If it goes ahead, Wales will suffer higher environmental damage not less. These are the unintended consequences which her counterparts in Westminster and Scotland acknowledged a long time ago.” 
CBC has also pointed to the fact that a voluntary code in the UK has removed the need for the punitive tax at a time when Welsh households are under tough economic pressure.  “By encouraging consumers to reuse carrier bags, consumption has dropped by around 50% in Wales - up to 70% in some cases. People  are now encouraged to recycle unwanted bags at front of store with around 5,000 collection points now available  across the UK and retailers have revised their bag specifications to ensure minimal resources are used. There has also been an increase of 40% in the amount of recycled plastic being used in bags. All this has been achieved without Government intervention and all within the waste framework directive - according to the principles of reduce, reuse and recycle” concluded Turner.
Ends   
7 March 2011
Note for Editors: Full text of letter to Jane Davidson is attached.
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