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PRESS RELEASE 11/1345
EU CONSULTATION ON PLASTIC BAGS IGNORES THE SCIENCE AND DISREGARDS PROVEN ENVIRONMENTAL CREDENTIALS SAYS PAFA
An EU proposal to enter consultation on the merits of legislation against plastic bags is based on common misconceptions and wholly ignores the latest science says PAFA, the UK’s lead trade association for the £2 billion plastic packaging industry.

In a robust condemnation of the latest announcement from the EU Commissioner for the Environment, the association said that the comments made by Janez Potocnik are “wholly unsupportable in science, include repetition of biased green claims and aim to single out a European industry which makes an outstanding contribution to resource efficiency and waste reduction”.

PAFA Chief Executive, Barry Turner said, “We are astonished at the way this consultation has been introduced by the EU Minister. This pronouncement shows no regard for the current understanding of the role of our products and the responsible actions already adopted by our industry with significant results. The proposal to single out a product which is already fully and adequately covered by EU environmental legislation is an ill-informed and unwarranted intervention that appears to be politically motivated. Most importantly, it will bring no environmental benefits and also risks industry taking steps to protect its position under established EU competition law.” 
In the UK, we have proven that we operate a highly responsible industry by engaging in a voluntary code of reduction, helping educate consumers on the need to “reduce, re-use and recycle” and taking back unwanted plastic for recycling into long-life products. The EU would find it difficult if not impossible to identify a single material that is more resource efficient than plastic across a life cycle and the UK Environment Agency’s report revealed earlier this year that lightweight plastic bags have outstanding environmental credentials. We are extremely disappointed that the EU Commissioner repeats emotional green propaganda without proper consideration of the reality.”

PAFA pledged to join its European partners in resisting any attempts to legislate against plastic and is already in talks to agree a Europe-wide strategy.
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