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PRESS INFORMATION 11/1489/4
CBC SLAMS PM’S THREAT TO RETAILERS
Government’s own experts prove plastic is the best choice
CBC, the trade body that represents carrier bag manufacturers and distributors, has slammed the statement issued today (29 Sep) by David Cameron which threatens retailers with legislation forcing them to charge for plastic bags. 
CBC says it has to take this position because the Prime Minister has chosen to ignore the fact that a massive 40%+ reduction in carrier bags has been achieved under the Voluntary Agreement reached in 2008. A spokesperson for CBC said “This is the real success story of the voluntary approach. The most important environmental measure is carbon impacts and Mr Cameron should not lose sight of the fact that taking just one long-haul flight is the equivalent of 500 years of carrier bags in a typical household.” 
A spokesperson said, "In the face of massive economic pressures it is a great shame that the Prime Minister is suggesting taxing the ordinary shopper particularly when this flies in the face of the evidence from his own Environment Agency (http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/129364.aspx) which proves that the lightweight plastic bag is the best environmental choice if re-used - as it is by 76% of households (WRAP) or recycled at one of 5000 collection points at supermarkets. The Prime Minister should take the time to study the science instead of repeating the 'greenwash'. He should also read the briefing note from his own environmental experts at WRAP (http://www.wrap.org.uk/downloads/LA_FactSheet_6_Carrier_Bags.fe909a13.10716.pdf)."
 

CBC provided evidence to the Scottish Parliament in 2004 which demonstrated that, although counter-intuitive, reducing the number of lightweight plastic bags results in greater environmental impacts as retailers switch to higher impact alternatives and consumers are driven to buy bin bags (the major re-use for carrier bags). This evidence was ignored by the Welsh Assembly which is implementing a compulsory tax on carrier bags of all materials at the end of this week.
 

"Plastic bags are the best environmental choice and threatening to tax them has no basis in science. Mr Cameron will also know that singling out plastic is anti-competitive under EU Competition Law," concluded the spokesperson.
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