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PRESS INFORMATION 02/5466/2/E

new guides PUBLISHED by carrier bag consortium

no environmental justification for taxing carrier bags

Three new guides have been published to help Environment Professionals and Retailers tackle questions following speculation about a tax on plastic carrier bags. The guides aim to provide “science not spin” on all of the issues raised during the debate on a similar tax already imposed in Eire.

“The guides tackle all of the issues honestly” said a spokesman for the Carrier Bag Consortium, a group of producers and suppliers of plastic carrier bags in the UK. “We recognise that people have a genuine need to understand the facts.  If we apply the crucial environmental rules of sustainability – reduce, re-use and recycle - the plastic carrier bag is one of the best environmental choices we can make because it minimises the material and energy resources required, it is re-used by four out of five families and can be usefully recycled at the end of its life. We’re confident that given the facts, most people will recognise that a plastic carrier bag tax would not help the environment in any way.”

The new guides cover the key issues of litter, landfill, oil and energy usage as well as pointing out the major re-use applications for plastic bags including second use carriers, bin liners, dog dropping collection, school sports kit and so on.

And the plastic bag tax in Eire has not been the environmental success claimed, according to the CBC. “Original reports suggested that the very visible use of checkout bags has dropped by 90% but our members who also make bin liners and refuse sacks, report the less obvious but equally dramatic increase of up to 300% in sales of plastic bin bags as people turn to them in the absence of carriers.  There is no material saving so where is the environmental sense in all this?” said the spokesman.

More…

02/5466/2/E…continued…

There are similar misconceptions in respect of the alternative use of paper bags which, for an equivalent capacity, weigh six times heavier and occupy ten times the volume in manufacture, transportation, use and disposal.

And on the suggestion that degradable bags may be the answer, the spokesman said, “Except for specific applications such as home composting bags or agricultural films, any use of degradable products must be subject to the most careful life cycle assessment.  All forms of degradability are totally dependent on the ambient conditions and the slow process of degradation can create different intermediate chemicals and end products such as methane and carbon dioxide, which are themselves significant contributors to global warming.  In the absence of any agreed degradability criteria there must be a big question mark about their true environmental impact as well as their effect on the long-term stability of landfill sites.  There are also very real concerns that they might cause serious contamination of recycling schemes that have taken decades to put in place.”
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