[image: image1.jpg]Carrier Bag Consortium
Making Life Easier to Handle

www.carrierbagtax.com




PRESS INFORMATION 03/5888/3

proposal for WELSH trialS of carrier bag alternatives

 will not help the environment  

A proposal currently receiving the support of the Welsh Assembly Minister for Environment, Planning and the Countryside could result in greater environmental impacts not fewer, according to the Carrier Bag Consortium which was set up to defend the carrier bag against misleading propaganda that suggests plastic bags cause litter and waste.

“When it comes to the three basic tenets of good environmental practice reduce, re-use and recycle,” said a CBC spokesperson, “the supermarket carrier bag will win out every time. No other material can match the lightweight, high strength carrier bag for its minimal use of materials and energy in manufacture and transportation. In addition, research by DEFRA shows that four out of five households re-use their supermarket carriers for everything from bin bags to dog droppings. And finally, many retailers are now collecting carrier bags for recycling so why do we need to look for alternatives?”

The CBC says that spending public money on finding alternatives to the carrier bag is based on a misunderstanding of the science of environmental impacts and diverts public attention from the real causes of municipal waste and the macro environmental problems such as greenhouse gases and finding alternatives to landfill.

CBC spokesman Peter Woodall said, “The people of Wales should know that the supermarket carrier bag represents far less than 1% of litter on the streets and the waste in our landfill sites.  Any attempt to find alternatives will therefore make no difference to our litter problem nor will it affect the amount of waste going to landfill. In fact, if such proposals encourage heavier alternatives which need more energy and valuable earth resources during manufacture, transportation and storage, the chances are that the environment will be worse off”.
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Welsh jobs could also be lost if moves to remove the convenient carrier bag succeed.  One of the UK’s largest producers of carrier bags is Cardinal Packaging in Ebbw Vale. 

Managing Director, Basil Turner said, “Carwyn Jones AM has said that trials would produce substantiated evidence on the alternatives to single trip bags – but this assumes that carrier bags are single trip in the first place. Most are not. So we are approaching a situation where jobs would be lost and businesses wrecked for no environmentally sound reason. I would urge our politicians to think again and get the facts before spending public money on trials of alternatives such as plastic boxes. We are simply going to encourage heavier materials like paper which across a full life cycle are worse for the environment than the plastic bag.”

 And claims that a plastic bag tax in Ireland has been an environmental success are greatly exaggerated says the CBC.

 “Original reports suggested that the use of checkout bags has dropped by 90% but our CBC members who also make bin liners and refuse sacks report a 250% increase in sales of these items as people turn to them in the absence of carriers.  So we believe more plastic is being sold not less. There have also been reports of widespread theft of wire baskets which is costing small retailers in Eire 22 million Euros every year. Where is the sense in all this?” said the CBC spokesman. 
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The CBC has published its “Holes in the Argument” response (available at www.carrierbagtax.com) which details nine reasons why such a tax would not bring any benefits to the UK. In summary, it states:

1. A carrier bag tax would make no difference to our litter problem as less than 1% of litter comprises plastic bags of any description.

2. A carrier bag tax would make no difference to the landfill problem as less than 1% of landfill is plastic carrier bags compared with over 50% which is paper and putrescibles – the most likely producer of damaging greenhouse gases.

3. A carrier bag tax would make no difference to oil consumption as all plastic packaging uses only around 2% of oil extracted compared with 85% for cars, lorries and heating. 

4. Plastic carriers are one of the most energy-efficient materials we can produce – using only half the energy needed for paper bags.

5. Plastic carriers use minimal resources. Today’s plastic carrier uses 70% less plastic than 20 years ago for the same strength and durability.

6. Plastic is by far the lightest of all carrier bag materials. Paper, for example, weighs roughly six times more and takes up ten times the space so requiring considerably more transportation fuel and damaging exhaust emissions.

7. A plastic carrier bag is re-used time and time again. By the U.K. Government’s own figures, four out of five households re-use their plastic carriers. This is why the bag tax in Ireland has nearly tripled the sale of plastic bin liners – so more plastic is being sold not less.

8. Plastic carriers are the carrier of convenience and choice. They are also strong and hygienic. In Ireland wire baskets are being stolen in preference to paying the carrier bag tax.

9. A tax on plastic carriers would be discriminatory and would be a serious restraint on trade, putting jobs and businesses at risk for no environmental gain.
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For further information please visit www.carrierbagtax.com where there is the opportunity to download leaflets and take part in a national survey.

For further media information please contact: Peter Woodall, PR Principles Ltd, Tel: 0115 958 0403 Fax: 0115 948 3098
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