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PRESS INFORMATION 03/6444/1

new issues briefing 

demonstrates positive environmental benefits

from plastic carrier bags

A new Issues Briefing entitled “Plastic Retail Bags in Our Environment” has been published by the UK-based Carrier Bag Consortium to provide up to date information on the environmental facts behind the manufacture, use and disposal of plastic carrier bags. The briefing is being sent to selected politicians, environment and waste professionals and retailers in order to allay any remaining fears about the environmental impacts of plastic bags in society.

It tackles the five key issues raised in the past by green campaigners including litter, landfill, resource and waste minimisation, wildlife issues as well as explaining how plastic carrier bags meet the three key criteria of good environmental practice  “Reduce, Re-use and Recycle”. 

“On all of this issues, the conventional plastic carrier has excellent environmental attributes and any attempts to ban or replace such bags may lead to greater environmental damage not less. Our industry has an excellent track in environmental care and we strongly encourage reduction, re-use and recycling as part of our responsible approach to the environment,” said a CBC spokesman.

To reiterate this positive approach, the new Issues Briefing cites 27 ways in which the carrier bag and plastic films industry is encouraging better environmental practice including improved recycling facilities such as collection bins in supermarkets, greater re-use around the home for everything from bin liners and school packed lunches to the safe and hygienic collection and disposal of pet droppings.

 “The re-use of carrier bags for bin liners and household waste is extremely popular,” said the spokesman, “the mistaken belief that taxing carrier bags helps the environment was exposed after taxes were introduced in Eire. Shortly afterwards our members reported increased demand for bin liners and refuse sacks of more than 250% simply because consumers were deprived of their carrier bags for use as waste bags. So it is likely that more plastic is being sold after taxing plastic bags than before!” 

“The plastic carrier bag is an excellent environmental choice because it uses minimal resources, is strong, lightweight and low volume, is already re-used by 80% of households and has great recycling potential,” continued the spokesman, “of course we need to reduce consumption of all valuable earth resources but calls to ban or replace the plastic carrier bag will make no measurable difference to overall environmental impacts and could well have the opposite effect” claimed the spokesman. 

At the end of 2002, the Carrier Bag Consortium was set up to investigate and inform on calls for plastic bag taxes in the UK. The CBC represents producers and distributors of carrier bags serving the UK market. It has also come out firmly against replacing conventional plastic bags with so-called degradable alternatives. “A number of claims are being made for these products and there is no doubt that the idea of degradability holds popular appeal at first glance. The arguments for adopting these bags are based, however, on a number of flaws. 

“Degradable bags break the first rule of sustainability in that they use valuable earth resources with the deliberate aim of letting them go to waste. Secondly, they offer no solution to the social problem of littering and responsible waste disposal – in fact they encourage our throw-away society by leading people to believe it doesn’t matter where they throw a bag if it will degrade in time. Thirdly, they have the potential to severely contaminate long-established plastic film recycling schemes because no one can easily differentiate between a degradable bag and conventional plastic. And finally, the process of degradation is a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions – our single greatest global environmental problem. In fact the EU Landfill Directive will require the UK to reduce degradables going to landfill by two-thirds by 2020. Using degradable carrier bags could seriously hamper the UK’s efforts to comply with this legal obligation.

Copies of the CBC Issues Briefing “Plastic Retail Bags in Our Environment” can be obtain by downloading from www.carrierbagtax.com or by contacting the Packaging and Industrial Films Association Tel: 0115 942 2445. Fax: 0115 942 2650
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