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PRESS INFORMATION 05/7446/2
CBC says proposed scottish BAG TAX 
 would be worse for the environment
Packaging Films Industry Luncheon hears how the Irish Tax doesn’t work and a bag tax in Scotland would bring greater environmental damage not less 

At the Annual General Meeting and Luncheon of the Packaging and Industrial Films Association (PIFA), industry leaders, MPs and senior Government officials heard that there is no environmental justification for taxes, levies or bans on plastic carrier bags. 
In a presentation describing a proposal from Mike Pringle, MSP, that the Scottish Parliament adopts a bag tax similar to that in the Republic of Ireland, CBC Chairman Barry Turner strongly denounced the move which he said could not be justified on any grounds – least of all environmental.

“This will be bad for Scotland, bad for the Scottish people and most importantly bad for the Scottish environment. Those who promote a tax on carrier bags – or any other punitive measure against plastic film packaging – are either ignorant of the real facts or have simply been misled by junk science” said Barry Turner, who is Managing Director of Britton SMR, a leader in the design and supply of security, mailing and retail packaging.

The CBC was set up in 2002 to challenge the myth and misinformation surrounding plastic bag taxes and following suggestions by the then Environment Minister, Michael Meacher, that Westminster may follow the Irish example which was hailed as a success. But Barry Turner told the PIFA audience, “We convinced Westminster that the Irish were wrong. Now we have to do the same again in Scotland. The Irish Tax scheme has done nothing to solve problems of litter or landfill. In fact, the tax in Eire has caused more damage to the environment through the substitution of heavier alternatives which use more energy and cause more pollution in manufacture and transportation.” said Mr Turner. “The plastic carrier bag is the best environmental choice you can make. No other so-called disposable product has better credentials in terms of minimal resource use, re-use by 80% of households and the potential for recycling or resource recovery.”







More…

04/6609… continued…

The CBC have now spent three years fighting misguided environmental information on this issue across the globe and are currently participating in the Scottish Executive’s Regulatory Impact Assessment  designed to reveal the real impacts a tax would have on the economy, environment and social structure of Scotland.

Part of this process involves assessing the results of the Irish tax and it is in this area that the CBC have uncovered disturbing discrepancies between UK and Irish statistics surrounding the tax. “It has long been clear that, when deprived of plastic carriers for use as bin liners, the Irish had to purchase vast quantities of heavier gauge refuse bags. They have also switched to heavier duty polypropylene bags. So we looked at UK Customs and Excise figures which track the imports into Eire of plastic bags and we believe they show no significant reduction in the amount of plastic used for bags in Eire since the tax was introduced. So there has been no real reduction in plastic used in Ireland.” Said Barry Turner, “Now Eire has produced its own statistics which are at variance with the UK figures and support their own claims that the bag tax has reduced plastic consumption. Someone is right and someone is wrong and we are very disturbed that Scotland may believe the Irish figures rather than the UK official statistics.”

The CBC has also pointed heavily to the damaging effects of what would be the equivalent of a 1400% tax based on the cost price of a carrier bag. “The tax would have to be implemented by 32 local authorities in Scotland, each of whom would have to set up a system through their Trading Standards departments to police it. This will cost millions of pounds every year and would involve similar costs to retailers who would have to audit and account for all the plastic bags they use as well as handing back any income to local authorities – all this for no environmental gain” said Mr Turner.

The CBC has recently learned that the Republic of Ireland has changed its approach on litter management and is now advocating a voluntary approach rather than legislation for issues such as littered chewing gum, ATM receipts and fast food packaging. “This is a clear and recent sign that legislation of this kind doesn’t work,” says Barry Turner, “Scottish MSP’s should note this with extreme caution before leaping into such a punitive tax in the name of the environment”.

The audience heard that CBC, on behalf of bag producers, is working in partnership with its retail customers to develop a comprehensive Voluntary Code which will set best environmental practice for the use and disposal of its products, “We have a better environmental track record than most industries,” concluded Barry Turner, “we have already reduced the amount of plastic going into carrier bags by 70% over the last couple of decades. We also collect and recycle 300,000 tonnes of plastic film in the UK every year. We care passionately about protecting the environment and yet we are being targeted in this way. We will continue to rigorously fight such taxes in the belief that science will always win over spin.”

ENDS
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