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SCOTTISH ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

 TO ABANDON PROPOSED PLASTIC BAG TAX
Industry will now play positive role with retailers in Government moves towards reduce, re-use and recycle voluntary code  

The UK industry representing producers and suppliers of lightweight plastic carrier bags has welcomed the recommendation that the Scottish Parliament reject a proposed tax on plastic bags.  “However, this is not a win for the plastic bag industry but for Scotland’s environment”, said CBC Chairman Barry Turner.

Following two years of rigorous expert examination of a Private Member’s Bill, the Environment and Rural Development Committee - Scotland’s lead authority on environmental issues –- has unanimously decided not to recommend acceptance of the Bill when it goes to a parliamentary vote.

The committee reached the firm conclusion that a levy on plastic bags “cannot achieve the clear environmental benefits that the Committee would like”. Therefore, it has recommended that the Parliament should not agree to the general principles of the Bill. 










More…..

In the official statement, committee convener, Sarah Boyack MSP, said, “Our Committee very much welcomes the debate about environmental issues, resource use and changing individual behaviour that has been provoked by this Bill. The proposal seems very simple, but we found that the possible impacts of the levy are actually very complex on a whole range of issues. Implementing one measure in isolation doesn’t give the flexibility to make sure that the environment benefits. We agreed unanimously that the Parliament should not agree to the general principals (sic) of the Bill.” 

Welcoming the decision, Chairman of the UK Carrier Bag Consortium, Barry Turner said, “In Ireland, after a similar tax, people were driven to buying bin bags because they were deprived of re-using their carrier bags as bin liners. There were also many other ways in which the environment was worse off, for example by high street retailers switching to paper. A tax on carrier bags in Scotland would have resulted in an extra 13,000 tonnes of waste going to landfill. This debate was about honesty. It was about delivering the best environmental option and the Scottish Environment Committee were in a unique position to recognise the value of science over political spin.”

David Tyson, Chief Executive of the Packaging and Industrial Films Association (PIFA) also welcomed the decision. “We have now been invited by the UK Environment Minister, Ben Bradshaw to participate in a joint process with retailers to seek a sound environmental code of reduction, re-use and recycling. This is what we have always advocated. It works well in Australia and, with the backing of consumer education, can work well in the UK without the need to resort to taxing people and causing greater environmental impacts in the process.”

During evidence given to the Scottish Parliament, the Irish Government which implemented a bag tax in 2002 - said that the sole reason for their move was to solve a litter problem. However, evidence from a number of sources proved that plastic carriers comprise less than 1% of all litter. “Faced with this clear contradiction, and the fact that – as DEFRA discovered – eight out of ten households re-use their plastic bags for everything from pet droppings to school lunches and bin liners, there is no doubt that plastic bags are the best environmental choice we can make provided we keep on re-using them or put them into recycling bins afterwards,” concluded David Tyson.
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