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CBC Comments on EU plastic Bag Ban stories

· Legislation is a very blunt instrument with proven unintended consequences - the UK Voluntary Code has been highly successful and proves legislation is unnecessary (50% reduction in bags issued across UK)
· The UK Voluntary Code has also educated people on re-use and recycling with retailers now operating around 5,000 collection points for us to recycle plastic bags
· Legislation against plastic bags has greater environmental impacts - 80% of UK already re-uses their plastic bag. Legislation promotes cotton, jute and paper which have higher LCA impacts
· CBC remained confident that, following the recent release of the UK Environment Agency Report, any thorough research into the impact assessment of banning so-called single use plastic bags would reveal greater environmental damage would be caused. 
· This kind of fringe meeting comment is unhelpful and only serves to perpetuate the common myths surrounding the true resource efficiency of plastic bags as proven by the EA Report.
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